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In August 1912, the Blériot Experimental 2 earned the highest marks in aircraft trials at Larkhill. During the competition, the two-seater broke the British altitude record, climbing to 10,560 feet. Equipped with a more powerful engine, the unarmed B.E.2a was introduced in 1913 and was the first British aircraft to arrive in France during World War I. Featuring built up cockpit combings, the B.E.2b was introduced in 1914 but was soon followed by the B.E.2c. Often called the "Quirk," it was armed with two machine guns and had a modified wing and tail configuration designed to provide a stable reconnaissance platform. In 1915, when air combat began in earnest, squadrons equipped with the B.E.2c suffered heavy losses to more maneuverable enemy
	RAF B.E.2
Country: Great Britain
Manufacturer: Royal Aircraft Factory
Type: Reconnaissance
First Introduced: 1912
Number Built: 3,535
Engine: Renault V8, 70 hp
Wing Span: 11.23 m
Length: 8.3 m
Height: 3.45 m
Empty Weight: 621 kg
Gross Weight: 972 kg
Max Speed: 116 km/h
Ceiling: 10,560 ft 3,050 m
Endurance: 3 hr 15 min
Crew: 2
Armament: 2 machine guns, 7.7 mm (B.E.2c)
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Introduced toward the end of 1913, the Sopwith Tabloid won the Schneider Trophy at Monaco in 1914. An unarmed single-seater, it was one of the first British biplanes to be used in combat. On the afternoon of 9 October 1914, in the first successful bombing mission of the war, the Royal Naval Air Service sent two Tabloids to attack the Zeppelin sheds at Dusseldorf and Cologne. Only one of them reached its target but Zeppelin Z-9 was destroyed in its shed at Dusseldorf when the Tabloid pilot released two 20 pound bombs from a height of about 600 feet.
	Sopwith Tabloid
Country: Great Britain
Manufacturer: Sopwith Aviation Company
Type: Reconaissance/Bomber
First Introduced: 1913
Engine: Gnôme Monosoupape, rotary, 100 hp
Wing Span: 24.9 ft 7.49 m
Length: 22.8 ft 6.95 m
Gross Weight: 1,578 lb 716 kg
Max Speed: 92.5 mph
Crew: 1
Armament: 40 lb of bombs
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One of the first aircraft produced in large numbers for Britain was the Bristol Scout. Based upon Frank Barnwell's pre-war racing plane, it was considered fast and maneuverable when it entered service. The Scout was the first attempt by the Royal Flying Corps to develop a true fighter. Initially unarmed, Lanoe Hawker devised a method for mounting a Lewis gun to the side of the aircraft. In March 1916, the Scout D became the first British fighter to be armed with a synchronized machine gun. Soon outdated by more efficient designs, it was withdrawn from service in the summer of 1916 and used as a trainer.
	Bristol Scout D
Manufacturer: The British & Colonial Aeroplane Company, Ltd.
Type: Fighter
Entered Service: November 1915
Number Built: 210
Engine: Le Rhône, 9 cylinder rotary, 80 hp
Wing Span: 24 ft 7 in 7.49 m
Length: 20 ft 8 in 6.3 m
Height: 8 ft 6 in 2.6 m
Empty Weight: 760 lbs 345 kg
Gross Weight: 1,250 lb 567 kg
Speed: 100 mph 161 km/h at sea level
Ceiling: 16,000 ft 4,877 m
Endurance: 2 hours
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 Vickers or Lewis machine gun
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The D.H.2 biplane was Geoffrey de Havilland's second design for the Aircraft Manufacturing Company. This highly successful pusher had good maneuverability with an excellent rate of climb. Mounting the engine to the rear of the fuselage permitted the use of a fixed, forward-firing machine gun before the advent of the synchronous machine gun. Superior to the Fokker E.III, the D.H.2 helped end the "Fokker Scourge." Well past its prime and almost two years after its introduction, some squadrons of the Royal Flying Corps were still equipped with D.H.2s.
	De Havilland D.H.2
Type: Fighter
Entered Service: 1915
Number Built: 400
Engine: Gnome Monosoupape, 9 cylinder, rotary, 100 hp
Wing Span: 28 ft 3 in 8.61 mm
Length: 25 ft 2½ in 7.68 m
Height: 9 ft 6½ in 2.91 m
Gross Weight: 1,441 lb 653.6 kg
Max Speed: 93 mph 150 km/h
Ceiling: 14,000 ft 4,267 m
Endurance: 2 hrs 45 mins
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 machine gun
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Initially used for reconnaissance, the Farman Experimental 2 two-seater biplane ended the "Fokker Scourge" over the Somme. Like the single-seat D.H.2, it was a "pusher" and items floating about in the nacelle inevitably ended up being swept back into the propeller, sometimes with disastrous results. Armed with two or three Lewis guns and a camera, the observer sat far forward in the nacelle, directly in front of the pilot. Vulnerable to attacks from rear, the F.E.2 was frequently shot down. During the summer of 1916, the Germans captured one of the first F.E.2d's when a British pilot inadvertently landed his new aircraft at an enemy aerodrome. The introduction of more advanced aircraft made the F.E.2 an ineffective fighter and by 1917 it was primarily used for bombing missions.
	RAF F.E.2d
Manufacturer: Royal Aircraft Factory
Type: Fighter/Bomber
First Introduced: 1915
Number Built: About 1,000
Engine: Inline rotary, Beardmore 160 hp
Wing Span: 47 ft 9 in 14.56 m
Length: 32 ft 3 in 9.83 m
Height: 12 ft 7½ in 3.84 m
Empty Weight: 935 kg
Gross Weight: 3,037 lb 1,378 kg
Max Speed: 91½ mph 150 km/h
Ceiling: 11,000 ft 3,300 m
Endurance: 2 hr 30 min
Crew: 2
Armament: 2 or 3 .303 Lewis machine guns
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The first British fighter equipped with a fixed, forward firing, synchronized machine gun, the Sopwith 1½ Strutter was built in both one and two-seater models. In the latter version, the gas tank was dangerously positioned between the pilot and observer. This design flaw prompted some airmen to joke that the designer of the aircraft must surely have been German. Not long after its introduction, the 1½ Strutter was replaced by the Sopwith Pup.
	Sopwith 1.5 Strutter
Manufacturer: Sopwith Aviation Company
Type: Figher; later used for reconaissance/bombing
First Introduced: 1916
Number Built: About 6000
Engine: Clerget, 95 kW
Wing Span: 10.21 m
Length: 7.69 m
Height: 3.12 m
Empty Weight: 592 kg
Gross Weight: 975 kg
Max Speed: 161 kmh
Ceiling: 4570 m
Endurance: 3 ¾ hours
Crew: 1 or 2
Armament: 2 machine guns, 7.7 mm; bombs, 60 kg 
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The Vickers Fighting Biplane 5 was the first aircraft specifically designed as a fighter for the Royal Flying Corps. With its engine mounted behind the cockpit, it the first pusher to enter service during World War I. Commonly referred to as the "Gunbus," it was armed with a moveable, forward firing machine gun. Vulnerable to attack from the rear, the Gunbus was soon replaced by more advanced single-seat fighter aircraft. Lionel Rees scored more victories with this aircraft than any other ace. In 1915, he and his gunner downed six enemy planes while flying the F.B.5.
	Vickers F.B.5 Gun Bus
Manufacturer: Vickers
Type: Fighter
Entered Service: July 1915
Number Built: More than 250
Engine: Gnome Monosoupape, 100 hp
Wing Span: 11.1 m
Length: 8.3 m
Height: 3.4 m
Empty Weight: 553 kg
Gross Weight: 930 kg
Max Speed: 113 km/h
Ceiling: 2,740 m
Crew: 2
Armament: 1 or 2 Lewis machine guns, 7.7 mm
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The Bristol M1C was a well designed and effective aircraft that was not given a real chance to show it's true potential. That it was a momoplane was a factor for being overlooked by British High Command, which felt that a plane needed at least two wings for pilot safety. The bulk of them were used in the eastern front and the middle east, where they performed well.
	Bristol M1C
Engine: 1 x Rhone 9J 110 hp.
Wingspan: 9.38 m
Length: 6.24 m
Weight: 409 kg/609 kg
Max. speed: 209 km/h
Ceiling: 6400 m
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 x machinegun 
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The Vickers F.B.19 was an aircraft with several design flaws that prevented it from becoming popular, or widely used aircraft. It was relatively slow, underpowered, and not at all capable of reaching higher altitudes.
	Vickers F.B.19
Engine: 1 x Rhone 9J 110 hp.
Wingspan: 7.32 m
Length: 5.53 m
Weight: 404 kg/670 kg
Max. speed: 175 km/h
Ceiling: 4570 m
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 x machinegun 
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The RAF F.E.8 was one of the final pusher type aircraft developed for the war. It was considered a slow and not a particularly nimble aircraft design. There were not many in active service, and was superceded by more modern fighter/scouts.
	RAF F.E.8
Engine: 1 x Rhone 9J 110 hp.
Wingspan: 9.6 m
Length: 7.22 m
Weight: 440 kg/670 kg
Max. speed: 154 km/h
Ceiling: 4400 m
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 x machinegun 
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The Sopwith Pup quickly became a favorite with pilots of the Royal Naval Air Service. It was superior to the Fokker D.III and more than a match for any of the new Halberstadt and Albatros scouts. Armed with a single synchronous machine gun, it was lighter and less dangerous than it's successor, the Sopwith Camel. Although underpowered, pilots liked the plane because it was maneuverable and fast. It could climb and hold its altitude better than any other fighter. In August 1917, the Sopwith Pup was the first aircraft to land aboard a moving ship, the Royal Navy's H.M.S. Furious.
	Sopwith Pup
Engine: 1 x Rhone 9C 80 hp.
Wingspan: 8.08 m
Length: 5.89 m
Weight: 358 kg/560 kg
Max. speed: 178 km/h
Ceiling: 5200 m
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 x machinegun 
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The Sopwith Triplane was used in combat by the Royal Naval Air Service. The stack of three wings reduced wingspan and increased wing area making it handle and climb better than biplanes. Visibility from the cockpit was outstanding but it was slower and less heavily armed than it's German opponents.
	Sopwith Triplane
Engine: 1 x Rhone 9B 130 hp.
Wingspan: 8.08 m
Length: 5.74 m
Weight: 499 kg/700 kg
Max. speed: 188 km/h
Ceiling: 6200 m
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 x machinegun 
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The slow, low flying and fragile Vickers F.B.12 marks the last gasp for British pusher-type fightercraft development.The introduction of the Sopwith Pup, and Triplane, which were both far superior aircraft in terms of handling characteristics, maximum speed, and operational celings killed chances for the F.B.12 before it could enter into production.
	Vickers F.B.12
Type: Fighter
First Introduced: 1916
Number Built: Very few
Engine: Gnome Monosoupape, 110 hp
Wing Span: 9.02 m
Length: 6.65 m
Height: 2.62 m
Empty Weight: 420 kg
Gross Weight: 656 kg
Max Speed: 140 km/h
Ceiling: 4,420 m
Endurance: 3.25 hours
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 - 2 machine guns, 7.7 mm
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The Beardmore W.B. III was nicknamed the folding Pup. This aircraft was built to be used on aircraft carriers as naval scouts. The wings and landing gear would fold up to be more easily stored on board. Later models had fixed landing gear that could be jettisoned off in case of an emergency landing at sea. A lewis machine gun was mounted on the upper wing that fired over the propeller. By the end of 1918, 55 of these aircraft had been built.
	Beardmore W.B.III
Type: Naval Scout
Number Built: 55
Engine: Le Rhone9C rotary 80 hp
Wing Span: 25 feet - 7.63 m
Length: 19' 3" - 5.89 m
Empty Weight: 880 lbs - 399.17 kgs
Speed: 88 mph/10,000' 141.62 kph/3048m
Endurance: 2 hours and forty five minutes
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 Lewis machine gun
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The versatile Bristol Fighter was a maneuverable, heavily armed two-seater biplane designed by Frank S. Barnwell. One of the most successful fighters of the war, it got off to a poor start during "Bloody April" when it was introduced to the Western Front by the inexperienced pilots and observers of 48 Squadron. In the mistaken belief that the Brisfit was structurally weak, pilots were instructed to avoid violent maneuvers during combat. Heeding this advice, the pilots of six Bristol F.2a Fighters encountered Manfred von Richthofen and his flight of five Albatros D.IIIs near Douai. In a fight that lasted almost 30 minutes, four of the Brisfits were shot down. The fight with Jasta 11 almost convinced the British to withdraw this aircraft from service.
	Bristol Fighter
Engine: 1 x Rolls-Royce Falcon-III 275 hp.
Wingspan: 11.96 m
Length: 6.3 m
Weight: 877 kg/1261 kg
Max. speed: 192 km/h
Ceiling: 6100 m
Crew: 2
Armament: 2-3 x machineguns + 130 kg. bombs 
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Shortly after the development of the Scout Experimental 5, the improved S.E.5a was introduced. When it entered the war in 1917, it was superior to all its German opponents. Many pilots preferred it to the Sopwith Camel. It was easier to fly, it performed better at high altitude and its inline engine produced less noise. It was also faster than the Camel, allowing a pilot to break off combat at will. Disdained by Albert Ball, in the hands of airmen like William Bishop and Edward Mannock, the S.E.5a developed a reputation as a formidable fighter. With 54 victories, South African Anthony Beauchamp Proctor downed more enemy aircraft with this plane than any other ace.
	RAF S.E.5a
Manufacturer: Royal Aircraft Factory
Type: Fighter
Entered Service:
June 1917 (S.E.5a)
Number Built: 5,205
Engine: Wolseley W4a Viper, 200 hp
Wing Span: 26 ft 7 3/8 in 8.11 m
Length: 20 ft 11 in 6.38 m
Height: 9 ft 6 in
Gross Weight: 1988 lb 902 kg
Speed: 120 mph 193 kmh 15,000 ft 4572 m
Ceiling: 19,500 ft 5944 m
Endurance: 2.5 hours
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 Vickers .303 1 Lewis .303 gun
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An agile, highly maneuverable biplane, the Sopwith Camel accounted for more aerial victories than any other Allied aircraft during World War I. Credited with destroying 1,294 enemy aircraft, it was called the Camel due to the humped fairing over its twin machine guns. Much like a real camel, this aircraft could turn and bite you. Noted for its tendency to kill inexperienced flyers, many pilots feared its vicious spin characteristics. Until sufficient speed was developed during takeoff, Camel pilots maintained full right rudder to counteract the torque the rotary engine. Failure to do so often resulted in a ground loop with the Camel crashing on its starboard wingtip. During World War I, 413 pilots died in combat and 385 pilots died from non-combat related causes while flying the Sopwith Camel.
	Sopwith Camel
Type: Fighter
First Entered Service: May 1917
Number Built: 5,734
Engine: Bentley BR.1, 150 hp
Reciprocating Le Rhône Rotary x 1, 110 hp
Clerget 9B, 9 cylinder, air cooled rotary, 130 hp
Clerget 9Bf, 9 cylinder, air cooled rotary, 140 hp
Wing Span: 28 ft
Length: 18 ft 8 in
Height: 8 ft 6 in
Empty Weight: 889 lb
Gross Weight: 1,422 lb
Max Speed: 118 mph
Ceiling: 19,000 ft
Endurance: 2.5 hours
Crew: 1
Armament: 2 Vickers .303 machine guns (F.1)
1 Vickers .303 and 1 Lewis .303 machine guns
or 2 Lewis .303 machine guns (2F.1)
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The Dolphin was an unorthidox design with a reverse stagger to it's upper wing that was not received well in spite of it's performance in the field. Many pilots did not trust the design. With 20 victories, American Frederick Gillet scored more victories with the Sopwith Dolphin than any other ace
	Sopwith Dolphin
First Introduced: 1918
Number Built: 1532
Engine: Hispano-Suiza 8E, liquid cooled, 200 hp
Wing Span: 9.90 m
Length: 6.78 m
Height: 2.59 m
Empty Weight: 665 kg
Gross Weight: 907 kg
Max Speed: 206 kmh
Ceiling: 6400 m
Crew: 1
Armament: 2 machine guns
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Unlike other biplane fighters of its day, the Airco D.H.5 featured an unusual wing configuration. By positioning the upper wing toward the rear of the cockpit, designer Geoffrey de Havilland was able to improve the pilot's field of vision. Despite this improvement, at high altitude the D.H.5 was a poor performer due to its underpowered engine. By the end of 1917, it was removed from combat and used as a trainer.
	Airco D.H.5
Manufacturer: Aircraft Manufacturing Co. Ltd.
Type: Fighter
Entered Service: May 1917
Engine: Le Rhône 9J, rotary, 110 hp
Wing Span: 25 ft 8 in [7.82 m]
Length: 22 ft [6.71 m]
Height: 9 ft 1½ in [2.78 m]
Gross Weight: 1,492 lb [677 kg]
Max Speed: 102 mph [164 km/h]
Ceiling: 16,000 ft [4,877 m]
Endurance: 2 hr 45 min
Crew: 1
Armament: 1 machine gun
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A descendant of the Sopwith Camel, the Sopwith Snipe was equipped with a more powerful engine and provided better visibility from the cockpit. Though not much faster than the Camel, the Snipe had a better rate of climb and pilots found it much easier to fly.
On 27 October 1918, Canadian ace William Barker made the Sopwith Snipe famous in a single-handed battle with more than 60 enemy aircraft that earned him the Victoria Cross. Flying the Sopwith Snipe, Captain Elwyn King scored 7 victories making him the highest scoring ace to fly this aircraft.
	Sopwith Snipe
Manufacturer: Sopwith Aviation Company
Type: Fighter
First Introduced: 1918
Number Built: 497
Engine: Bentley B.R.2, 230 hp
Wing Span: 31 ft 1 in
Length: 19 ft 10 in
Height: 9 ft 6 in
Empty Weight: 1312 lb
Gross Weight: 2020 lb
Max Speed: 121 mph
Ceiling: 19,500 ft
Endurance: 3 hrs
Crew: 1
Armament: 2 machine guns


